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In ThIs Issue...

Please come and vote on the  
2017-2018 School Budget and the  

Facilities Renovation Bond Proposition on 
Tuesday May, 16th, 2017 from  

8 AM until 8 PM.
Look for a Budget 

Review in your  
Mailbox!
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From tHE ElEmENtarY priNCipal

A Busy Winter of Activities at BCES 
Despite a cold and snowy winter, 

Benjamin Cosor Elementary School held 
many events during and after regular 

school hours that 
warmed the hearts 
of children, staff, 
families and the local 
community.  The 
BCES Trail Project 
flourished with the 
design and build-
ing of a kiosk; talks 
by staff and local 
agencies concern-
ing hiking safety 
and learning on the 
trail; donations by 

local businesses of lumber, rebar and 
other building materials; and signing 
of railroad ties by every student in the 
building.  PTA conferences provided op-
portunities for families and teachers to 
discuss student progress and a delicious 
fund-raising bake sale by the SGA.  The 
Volunteer in the Classroom Program 
showed steady growth as a great sup-
port to teachers and students alike.

Dave Viglione

From the Elementary Assistant Principal  

Attendance Matters at BCES!
In the last Comet Newsletter, I shared our new recogni-

tion for students who are “here at school every day, ready 
to learn.”  Students who are in school for the month, who 
arrive to school on time and who remain in school for the 
entire day, are recognized during our morning announce-

ments. Students are also entered into a drawing to help with 
the morning announcements. Those students help Mr. Geller, 
our Physical Education teacher, with the daily Pledge of Al-
legiance. Each month students will have a new opportunity 
to participate.  

Below please find the number of students who had  
“Perfect Attendance” each month:

December:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 students 

January:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 students 

February:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172 students 

March:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209 students 

All of the students received “Perfect Attendance” certificates.
Here are some facts about school attendance taken di-

rectly from the website www.attendanceworks.org:

1. Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict 
poor attendance throughout the school year. Half the 
students who miss 2-4 days in September go on to miss 
nearly a month of school.

2. An estimated 5 million to 7.5 million U.S. students miss 
nearly a month of school each year.

3. Absenteeism and its ill effects start early. One in 10 kin-
dergarten and first grade students are chronically absent.  
Poor attendance can influence whether children read 
proficiently by the end of third grade or be held back.

4. By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indica-
tor that a student will drop out of high school.

5. Research shows that missing 10 percent of school, or 
about 18 days in most school districts, negatively affects 
a student’s academic performance. That’s just two days 
a month and that’s known as chronic absence.

6. The academic impact of missing that much school is the 
same whether the absences are excused or unexcused. 
Suspensions also add to lost time in the classroom.

7. When students improve their attendance rates,  
they improve their academic prospects and chances  
for graduating.

If you would like to read more about these facts or find 
ways to promote student attendance, please visit this website 
as it has many useful tips and resources!

We continue to look forward to promoting a positive learn-
ing environment for our students and together supporting 
our children’s academic and social-emotional growth! 

Mary Kate Stinehour
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From tHE HigH SCHool priNCipal

Hello parents and guardians! Spring will be here soon, 
which means, of course, the school year will begin 

to move along rapidly, culminating with the state testing 
cycle, and ultimately graduation for the Class of 2017 in 
June! The students have worked hard to this point, but we 
will ask for more than ever, as we continue to prepare then 
for success both in school and beyond.

I am often puzzled when I see students that may not 
be working up to their ability. I want to share with you an 
experience I had. I traveled to Cap Haitien, Haiti, with a 
group of Liberty Rotary club members on a mission to install 
potable drinking water systems in 1000 homes. Part of this 
experience included meeting and speaking with several 
locals (through interpreters) about their needs, one of 
which includes having clean water to drink everyday. These 
families are truly just trying to survive, and taking whatever 
steps they need to do just that, which includes drinking 
water from the same streams they use for their bathroom 
needs. Many of the young children I spoke with commu-
nicated how much they loved going to school, being with 
their friends, and how they wanted to improve their lives. 
Despite all of the disadvantages they must contend with, 
they fight to do better each and every day.

Yet, some of our students seem content with doing the 
bare minimum in school! I see in these students the po-
tential to do so much more, but for whatever reason they 
cite, they are not motivated to do their very best all of the 
time. In a recent assembly honoring those students that 
made the honor roll, I challenged each student, no matter 
what their current level of success is, to do better! All of 
these students will be competing, whether in school or the 
workplace, with other students that weren’t content with 
doing the minimum required. While the children in Cap 
Haitien understand just how good American children have 
it, American children sometimes do not.

Please remind your child about the need to do their very 
best at all times! Remind them of the blessings we all have 
that we take for granted; things such as food, water, educa-
tion and safety. Now, more than ever, our students need to 
continue to push forward and excel, to insure success for 
not only themselves, but for their families and community. 
Best wishes to all as we begin the spring semester!

Remember...

Effort Equals Excellence!!

Mike Williams

Heart-a-thon caption
We appreciate your publishing the 

attached two photos showing FCSD 
Staff with students that collected dona-
tions for the 39th Annual WSUL/WVOS 

Heart-A-Thon. It has been a family affair 
in Fallsburg for many years now as Mrs. 
Jamie Lippen runs the Jr/Sr High School 

program and her mom Mrs. Jessie 
Lippen supports the Benjamin Cosor 
Elementary School program. Together 
the schools contributed about $600.

In the Jr/Sr High School photo are 

Student Government Members Damian 
Brown and Arianna with Mrs. Jamie 
Lippen; in the Benjamin Cosor Elemen-
tary School photo are Mrs. Jessie Lippen 
and SGA President Isabella Frunzi.

Fallsburg Receives Donation 
from SYDA Foundation

On Wednesday evening, February 
15th, the Board of Education proudly 
accepted a $4000 donation from the 

SYDA Foundation. Presenting the dona-
tion to School Board President Debra 
Barbiani and School Superintendent 
Dr. Ivan Katz was Luciana de Olveira 
Thompson and Gail Fairbank-Roch, 
SYDA Foundation staff. Dr. Katz stated, 
“The Fallsburg Central School District 
is proud to have the support of the 
SYDA because it does make a differ-
ence for kids.” Dr. Katz further stated, 
“The SYDA has been a supporter of the 

school district for many years, which 
speaks volumes to SYDA’s commitment 
to Fallsburg students.”

A Historic Season for  
Celebration with the Girls 
Varsity Basketball Team

With the last basket of the regu-
lar season, shooting guard Diamond 
Weeks scored 20 points for the game 
and 1000 points for her career. The 
team won their second Section IX Class 
B division title in three years. They de-
feated Rondout Valley in the first play-
off game, and lost to Highland in the 
sectional semifinals. Besides this special 
milestone to Diamond Weeks and the 
team’s success, Coach Daniel Redmond 
was selected as Sullivan Democrat Girls 
Basketball Coach of the Year.
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Robotics Team  
Travels to Kentucky 

The Fallsburg Jr. High Robotics team 
represented New York State middle 
school teams at the VEX Robotics World 
Championships April 19-23 in Louis-
ville KY. The event features the top 3% 
of all teams worldwide from 15 differ-
ent countries. In total, there were 180 
middle school teams. 

 The team had a rough start losing 
their first three matches. However the 
team got to work and solved the elec-
trical and mechanical issues that were 
plaguing their bot. This included com-
pletely rebuilding their robots chassis 
(base and drivetrain), that was acciden-
tally destroyed during the first day of 
competition. Their record at the end of 
qualifiers was 4 wins and 6 losses, and 
the team finished 52nd in their division of 
80 teams. 

 The competition ends each year with 
the reveal of the challenge for the next 
year. The students are all hoping to build 
on their success this year, and have an 
even better season next year. 

Front: (left to right) Landen Berry, Kai Schreier, 
Aiden Ferris 

Back: Don Thomas (coach), Oliver Norminton, 
Robert Schreier (parent volunteer)

SGA Blood Drive
Congratulations to Jackie Maxwell, 

the SGA, and every Fallsburg Jr./Sr. High 
student who donated and/or recruited 
donors for the January 27th Blood Drive. 
There was a steady stream of students, 
parents, and community members who 
donated throughout the day. At times we 
were a little overwhelmed by the gener-
ous turnout of all of the donors. A total 
of 40 units were collected. Thank you 
again for all of your support. The next 
blood drive at the Jr./Sr. High School is 
schedule for May 4th.

Math Challenge
Moody’s Mega Math Challenge is an 

applied mathematics modeling contest 

open to high school students across the 
United States. The competition took 
place the last weekend of Februrary. For 
the past few years, Fallsburg students 
have been competing in this thought-
provoking challenge.. This year’s team 
consisted of: Sam (Pu) Zheng, Markos 
Zelaya, Adem Crnovrsanin and Merime 
Cenovic. They worked together for over 
10 hours to solve a real-world future 
problem. We are grateful to have such 
dedicated and hard-working students 
represent our school.

Fallsburg’s Delightful Visit to 
the Land of Oz 

The Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School Drama 
Club’s “The Wizard of Oz” performed 
on March 24th and 25th at the High 
School Auditorium was a labor of love 
and devotion by everyone connected 
with the production. The audience was 

enthralled by the outstanding voices, the 
great acting, the beautiful sets, the expe-
rienced musicians, the delightful chore-
ography, and the overall professionalism 
of the entire production. Kudos to Stage 
Director Tobi Magnetico, Sound Design-
er and Technical Director Jim Schmidt, 

Stage Manager Sarah Ungerleider, 
Makeup Designer Pam Garritt, Music 
Director Liz Toledo, Costume Designers 
Janet Kaplan and Pam House, Assistant 
Stage Managers Rebecca Budrock and 
Jaclyn Hatt, Lighting Designer Amanni 
Sitz and everyone responsible behind 
the scenes and on the stage. 

Rarely does a play or musical come  
together so perfectly to entertain an 
audience for a couple of magical hours. 
This fabulous guided tour over the 
rainbow shows once again that we are 
never too young or too old to enjoy the 
journey to the Land of Oz. 

Fallsburg’s Own Special  
Treasure Robert Longo Enters 

the Fallsburg Hall of Fame
FCSD is pleased to announce the 

induction of Robert Longo into the 
Fallsburg Hall of 
Fame. He retired 
in 1984 after 
thirty-five years 
as an outstanding 
Art Teacher. One 
of his students 
and later a col-
league Eileen 
Kalter remembers 
him for inspiring 
her and count-
less others with 
a life-long appreciation of art. Another 
colleague Terry Dungan acknowledged 
him for his full involvement with the life 
around him and enriching everything 
with his art: “His notion of service, giving 
his time and art to his community has 
been the hallmark of Bob Longo’s life.” 

Mr. Longo has been honored with 
numerous awards for his artwork, murals 
adorning Town buildings, and contribu-
tions to founding and supporting Sullivan 
County artist societies. A member of the 
Fallsburg Lions Club for over 60 years, 
he earned the highest achievement in 
Lionism, the Melvin Jones Award, and has 
designed award winning commemorative 
pins worn by Lions throughout the world. 

He is very proud of serving in the Army 
Air Corps as one of World War II’s Great-
est Generation. Two years ago, he flew to 
Washington, DC to view the World War 
II Memorial as part of the Honor Flight of 
veterans. Even now at age 96, he stays in 
touch with the few survivors of his squad-
ron and their families. 

Official induction into the Hall of Fame 
occurs on June 25, 2017 as part of the 
Class of 2017 Graduation ceremonies.
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2016-2017 school Calendar

sChool Closed
September   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5, 6
OctOber   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3, 10, 12, 28
NOvember   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 23-25
December   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9, 26-30
JaNuary   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2, 16
February   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 20
arpil  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10-17
may   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29

sChool days
September  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19  +  1 cONF
OctOber   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16  +  1 cONF
NOvember  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
December  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 + 1 cONF
JaNuary   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .20
February  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18 + 1 cONF
march  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .23  
april  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14
may   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .22
JuNe  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17
ToTal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183  +  4 Conf.

make-uP days

Day 1   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . February20
Day 2   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . april 17
Day 3   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . april 13
Day 4   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . april 12
Day 5   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . april 11
Day 6   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . april 10
*  if all snow days are used this day will become a student day and not a conference day

gIve BaCk days

1st day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 26
2nd day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 18
3rd day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 19 
4th day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 20 
5th day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 21 
6th day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 24
7th day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 25

september
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november
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June
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februAry
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30 31 
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Fallsburg Central School District
115 Brickman Road • PO Box 124 • Fallsburg, NY 12733-0124

BOARD OF EDUCATION
• Ms. Debra Barbiani • Ms. Ann Benson • Mr. Joseph Collura • Ms. Arlene Hussey • Dr. Stephanie Phillips • 

• Ms. Katherine Rappaport • Ms. Jennifer Reinhardt • Mr. Michael Weiner • Mr. Shawn Wiles •

Contacts

FAX NUMBERs...
Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-8346
Business Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-0418
High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-0168
Jr./Sr. HS Nurse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-3821

sCHOOL ADDREssEs...
Fallsburg Central School District Office  
& Fallsburg Jr./Sr. High School 
115 Brickman Road • PO Box 124 • Fallsburg, NY 12733-0124

Benjamin Cosor Elementary School 
15 Old Falls Road • PO Box 123 • Fallsburg, NY 12733-0123

WEBSITE: www.fallsburgcsd.net
If you want to notify the tax collector with a change of address, you can now e-mail that information to: tax@fallsburgcsd.net.

“Fallsburg Central School District is a safe, nurturing environment, where excellence is expected, diversity and  
individuality are celebrated, and learning prepares students to face the challenges of an ever-changing global society.”

daTe evenT TIme loCaTIon
4/24-28 BCES Spring Book Fair
4/26 BCES PTA mtg. 4:15-5:15pm BCES Cafet.
4/28 BCES Family Fun Night 6-8pm
5/3 Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:15pm MS Bd. Rm.
5/6 Wellness Day 12-3pm HS
5/7 SBFCCSF Luncheon 12-2pm Bernie’s Holiday Restaur.
5/12 HAU Assembly & Mother’s Day Celeb. 6-8pm  BCES Cafet.
5/13 Environmental Club Litter Pluck 9-10am
5/16 Budget Vote 8am-8pm HS Library  
 BCES Spring Concert 7pm HS Audit. 
 11th Gr. Multi-Cultural Dinner 4:30-7:30pm HS Cafet. 
 Interact Bake Sale 5-7:30pm HS Lobby
5/18 HS Spring Concert 7pm HS Audit. 
 Leo Club Bake Sale 7pm HS Lobby
5/19 Srs.vs Staff B-Ball & Volleyball 4:30-7:30pm HS Gym   
 BCES Tricky Tray 5:30-8pm BCES Cafet.
5/22 Srs. Vs Staff Soccer game 4:30-6pm Soccer Field
5/24 SADD DWI Mock Trial 9-10am 

daTe evenT TIme loCaTIon
5/25 BCES Talent Show rehearsal 6pm HS Audit.
5/26 BCES Talent Show  6pm HS Audit.
5/29 School Closed
5/31 SGA Induction and NJHS & HS Banquet 6pm HS Audit & Cafet 
 BCES PTA mtg. 4:15-5:15pm BCES Cafet.
5/31-6/1 Senior Portraits 
6/1-4 Senior Class Trip
6/6 Sports Banquet  6-8:30pm HS Gym & Audit. 
6/7 Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:15pm MS Bd. Rm.
6/9 Junior Prom 7-10pm The Fountains 
6/10 Grade 6 Class Trip
6/16 Pre-K Graduation 9:30-10:30am 
 Passport Day  3-7pm BCES Lobby
6/21 Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:15pm MS Bd. Rm. 
 6th Grade Dance 6-8pm BCES Cafet.
6/22 6th Grade Graduation 6-8pm HS Audit.
6/25 Graduation Commencement 3pm HS Audit.

Keeping You Posted

Phone NUMBERs...
Dr. Ivan J. Katz, Ed.D. Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .434-6800 Ext. 1215
Dr. Matthew T. Evans Assistant Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-6800 Ext. 1204
Mr. Daniel Grecco Jr. Business Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .434-6800 Ext. 1219 
Mr. Keith Edwards  Director of Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-6800 Ext. 1258
Ms. Jane Tingley Director of Staff Evaluation & Student Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-6800 Ext. 1257
Ms. Heather Hendershot Pupil Personnel Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .434-6800 Ext. 1273
Mr. Michael Williams High School Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .434-6800 Ext. 2203
Mr. Frank Godlewski High School Asst. Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .434-6800 Ext. 2207
Ms. Mary Kate Stinehour Elementary Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .434-4110 Ext. 3206
Mr. David Viglione Elementary Asst. Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-4110 Ext. 3204
Ms. Suzanne Lendzian Director of Physical Education & Athletics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-6800 Ext. 2212
Central Registration 434-6800 ext. 1222 
Tax Collection 434-6800 Ext. 1219

www.fallsburgcsd.net
mailto:tax@fallsburgcsd.net

