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New Scholarship to be announced
A new scholarship will be awarded on July 20th, 2019, at the Fallsburg Alumni Association’s 15th Annual All-Class Reunion 

and Luncheon.

Following the superbly successful multi-class reunion of FCS classes of 1961-1967 in September, the team of organizers 
agreed to designate the monies left over from the dinner to seed a scholarship to honor and recognize the positive impact 
that Mr. Leshner, our fantastic Social Studies teacher, had on us – his students.

Should you choose to donate to help fund this award, please send your check, made out to the F.A.A. with “Mr. Leshner” 
in the memo line, to the treasurer of the FAA – Eileen Kalter, PO Box 383, South Fallsburg, NY 12779.

So, mark your calendars. July 20th, 2019, for the FAA’s 15th Annual All-class Reunion and Luncheon at which time this 
scholarship will be presented.

specials’ subject area on a 1-4 scale.  (A 
score of 0 on the report card indicates 
“not assessed.” This will not be calcu-
lated into the student’s GPA.)

Rating Description
4 Student frequently demonstrates 

mastery in this standard or  
subject area.

3 Student is proficient in this stan-
dard or subject area.

2 Student is nearing proficiency in 
this standard or subject area.

1 Student is performing well below 
proficiency in this standard or 
subject area.

Teachers of K-6 science, social studies, 
and specials’ areas will evaluate students 
holistically every marking period on this 
scale. Teachers of English language arts 
and mathematics will evaluate student 
proficiency on each of the standards/
skills listed on the report using this scale. 
From these skills grades, an average will 
be calculated that represents the stu-
dents overall grade in ELA or math. 

For example:

Grading on 50-100 at Fallsburg JSHS

Under the previous model, marking 
period quarterly grades were reported 
on a 0–100 scale, with 65 as a passing 
grade. In 2018–19, no Fallsburg JSHS 
student will receive a 10-week quarterly 
average lower than a 50. This change 
will reduce the range of failing grades 
from 0–64 to 50–64 and increase op-
portunities for students to persist in 
improving their learning later in the 
school year.

For example, it was previously pos-
sible for students to receive the follow-
ing averages in a course:

1st Quarter Average: 50

2nd Quarter Average: 40

3rd Quarter Average: 45

This meant that if this student were to 
pass the course with an average of 65, 
he/she would need a 4th quarter average 
and a final exam score of 95 or better.

With this rule change, a similar stu-
dent’s scores would read as follows:

1st Quarter Average: 50

2nd Quarter Average: 50

3rd Quarter Average: 50

This student would then need average 
scores of 88 or better in the 4th quar-
ter and on the final exam. This might 
inspire students to persist later in the 
school year to work towards passing a 
course, rather than being discouraged 
because it became mathematically 
improbable that he/she would pass. 
Students are still required to produce 
passing grades that result in a passing 
average, in order to pass the course.

Professional Development         
The district is taking full advantage of 

its resources in providing high-quality 
professional development for its staff. 
In spring 2018, the district recreated 
the PK–12 content-area – and assistant-
content area coordinators’ positions in 
English language arts, English as a new 
language/bilingual education, math-
ematics, science, and social studies, 
to enhance its curriculum and instruc-
tion. These teacher leaders work with 
administrators and colleagues to review 
and revise curricula, as well as fur-
ther explore topics with their peers in 
district-wide professional learning teams 
(PLT). The PLTs meet on every superin-
tendent’s conference day.

We have also coordinated renowned 
specialists to provide keynote sessions for 
all staff members. Alice Keeler (Novem-
ber 1) shared a rationale and strategies 
on how instruction can be made more 
engaging through technology. Ron-
ald Ferguson, Ph. D., (December 5th) 

revealed key insights on how boys/young 
men of color approach schooling and 
provided staff with strategies on work-
ing with them. Grading expert Thomas 
Guskey, Ph. D., will meet with all staff 
on March 13th, 2019, to discuss ways the 
district can enhance its grading practices. 
The changes the district made this year 
were taken directly from his work.

Bullying Prevention  
School safety and student social-

emotional developmental health remain 
priorities for Fallsburg CSD. School 
administration works with student 
services staff to respond to and resolve 
all complaints of bullying. Last year, 
the district established teacher leader 
positions in each school as Olweus/
bullying prevention coordinators. These 
staff members work with administra-
tion to develop and implement bullying 
prevention programs, PK–12. Once a 
week, every student participates in a 
“class meeting,” run by his/her teacher 
or another student services staff mem-
ber. These topics include beginning of 
the year expectations, cyber bullying, 
digital citizenship, and peer pressure 
(among others).

The district will again host the Sweet-
hearts and Heroes group in their pre-
sentation on bullying prevention. This 
dynamic group promotes a touching 
call for H.O.P.E.: Hold on, possibilities 
exist. This year’s presentations will give 
particular focus on cyberbullying. They 
will also present an evening session for 
families and community members.

I would like to take a moment to wish 
our school community the very best of 
everything this holiday season!  Happy 
holidays and Happy New Year!

Educationally yours,

Ivan J. Katz, Ed. D.

Superintendent of Schools
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 On the Dec. 5th Superintendent’s Conference Day  the 
Keynote Speaker was Dr. Ronald F. Ferguson, Director of the 
Achievement Gap Initiative at Harvard University, Co-Founder 
and Senior Research Director of Tripod Education Partners 
and Co-Founder of the Basics Initiative.

During the sessions Dr. Ferguson explained the 7 C’s of the 
Tripod Education Program. The 7 C’s are part of the major 
sections with Care and Confer comprising area 1; Captivate, 
Clarify, Consolidate and Challenge part of area 2; and Class-
room Management as area 3.

Dr. Ferguson also met with a room of early childhood 
developers from the Greater Hudson Valley Health Sys-
tem (Catskill and Orange Regional 
Medical Centers), Sullivan County 
Healthy Families, Independent 
Living, Sullivan County Child Care 
Council, Project Excel and Falls-
burg’s Benjamin Cosor Elementary 
School. He discussed the Basics 
Initiative for early childhood caregiv-
ing and how it could be embraced 
by Sullivan County.

The goal of the Basics Initiative is 
to help families experience positive 
reinforcements from many directions, 
including schools, child care set-
tings, businesses, hospitals, churches, 
libraries and homeless shelters.

The Basics has five major components:
1.    Maximize love, manage stress

2.    Talk, sing, point!

3.    Count, group and compare

4.    Explore through movement & play

5.    Read and discuss stories

Teachers and staff responded enthusiastically to the key-
note address and visitations by Dr. Ferguson to individualized 
sessions throughout the day. Participants were eager to find 
out how they could bring these Initiatives to Fallsburg and 
Sullivan County.



4 From the elementary PrinciPal
Like you, your child’s health and well-being are our top priority.  As we enter into the cold months, please be sure that your 

child dresses in layers. If your child is in need of a coat, hat or gloves, please contact our school nurse, Ms. Merriann Hobby 
at extension 3263 for assistance. As the cold and flu season is upon us, please continue to encourage your child to wash his/
her hands. If they are coughing or sneezing, please remind your child to “cover up” with their elbow to contain the spread of 
germs. If your child is running a fever or vomiting, please keep your child home for at least 24 hours or until he/she is “fever-
free.” As always, when absent, please contact your child’s teacher and the school nurse, as well as send an absent note the day 
your child returns to school.

We have many exciting events scheduled throughout the year. Please check your child’s bookbag on a daily basis so you are 
aware of communication from school to home. We also send home a bi-monthly calendar of events that includes two months 
of upcoming activities. In addition, please “like” and “follow” us on Facebook @Benjamin Cosor Elementary School. Here, you 
will find weekly updates on the “letter” day of the week and any new or upcoming events. This is a quick and convenient day 
to keep up on our daily happenings!

On behalf of the students and staff of BCES, we wish you and your family a happy, healthy and safe holiday season!

Mary Kate Stinehour and the BCES staff

From the Elementary Assistant Principal

BCES Chorus Students Accepted to the All 
County Music Festival

This year, 16 BCES Chorus students will participate in the 
SCMEA All County Music Festival. The festival in on March 
2nd, 2019 at the Liberty High School. The Chorus students 
were chosen based on their musicianship and dedication 

to the school chorus 
program.  In March 
they will join other 
chorus students from 
around the county to 
perform in a choral 
concert conducted 
by Cara Bernard, a 
University of Con-
necticut music edu-
cation professor.

BCES chorus students participating in this year’s SCMEA All 
County Music Festival are:

Angelina Alvarado Alto
Kyleigh Avery Alto
Isaac Delgado Alto
Isabella Giannico Alto
Isaac Hernandes-Martinez Alto
Jaxon Ingber Alto 
William Martinez Martinez Alto
Justin Nicolai Alto

SCMEA All County Music festival participants continued on next page...

Beginning this academic year, there 
is a new role for the Benjamin Cosor 
Elementary School Social Workers. In 
addition to their work of supporting the 
students, both individually and within 
groups, as well as serving on CSE meet-
ing groups, they have been moving into 
the classrooms and helping students with 
their conflict-resolution, positive peer 
relationship, and social skills.

Beginning in October, the social 
workers began to visit classrooms. 
The subject(s) of their talk(s) has been 
planned in advance. Those themes are; 
social skills, character education, conflict 

resolution, and positive self-image build-
ing. The social workers will visit each 
topic twice and have designated that 
one month’s subject will be based upon 
student need.

In addition to the social workers’ talks, 
there is a mechanism for classroom 
teacher, as well as student feedback. At 
the conclusion of the session, the teach-
er and the students will complete an exit 
ticket, which the social workers and Ms. 
Russell, the Director of Pupil Personnel 
Services, will, review.

So far, the social workers and Ms. 
Russell are enthusiastic about the 
program.  Ms. Mongillo stated that, “it 
is great to get to know the students in 
a different environment.” Ms. Newton 
mentioned that, “the teachers have 
provided some very positive feedback, 
and they love that they can refer to the 
lessons when addressing their stu-
dents.”  Ms. Russell remarked that, “We 
are hopeful that these meetings serve to 
build positive connections and improve 
the BCES learning environment.”

Dave Viglione
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5SCMEA All County Music festival participants continued from page 4

Nathalie Quinteros Alto
Lillian Betancourt Soprano
Maiya Davis Soprano
Morwenna Nielsen Soprano
Joslyn Odell Schreier Soprano
Madeline Pantel Soprano
Marilyn Santos Soprano  
Abigail Toledo Soprano

BCES Musical Performances:

January 30th, 2019

BCES Beginner’s Concert @ 7 p.m. in the BCES cafeteria. 
Performers: Beginning Band and Recorder Ensembles

March 1st & March 2nd, 2019

SCMEA All County Music Festival in Liberty

May 21st, 2019

BCES Spring Concert @ Fallsburg High School auditorium

Leah Exner Receives STAR Award 
Periodically Fallsburg Central School District school and 

community members will recommend a staff member or 
teacher for a prestigious STAR Award. The Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Ivan Katz, presents the Board of Education with 
his recommendation for someone who has “gone above and 
beyond and made a difference in the school community.”

At the Board Meeting of December 5th, 2018, Dr. Katz 
and the BOE were delighted to present Ms. Leah Exner 
with the STAR Award. Ms. Exner was nominated for the 
STAR award by Board of Education Member, Arlene 
Hussey. Ms. Hussey recommended Ms. Exner because for 
the past two years the now first grade teacher has been 
working tirelessly to complete and open a mile long hiking 
trail behind the school building. The idea began as a dream 
to restore an overgrown and “virtually lost” trail begun 
many years ago by Ms. Exner’s predecessors.

She garnered grants and organized in-kind donations of ma-
terials, equipment and labor from dozens of local businesses, 
government agencies, and individuals to bring her dream to 
fruition. The true honor to Ms. Exner is for her love, dedica-
tion and countless hours of hands-on hard work. Directly 
supported by her family, with husband Paul spending hours 
on back-hoes and other machines, with her children and her 
mother-in-law volunteering their services, Leah Exner was on 
the work site morning, evening and weekends no matter what 
the weather. This was and remains a labor of love!

Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School Acknowledges 
Honor Roll Students at Breakfast

This year the School Administration and the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) presented Honor Roll students from 
the First Quarter of 2018-2019 with special breakfasts at the 

opening of the 
school day in the 
cafeteria. Sev-
enth and eighth 
graders received 
their awards on 
Friday, Novem-
ber 16th, and 
ninth through 
twelfth graders 
received theirs 
on Monday, No-
vember 19th.

Eighty-eight students earned Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll Awards, and one-hundred thirty received Honor Roll 
Certificates.  Interim Principal Ms. Dalila Serrano acknowl-
edged the students on both days. With great enthusiasm, she 
expressed her pride in them and shared what was important 
in her own educational experience with the following mes-
sage: “You are your best representative. Learn to be your 
own cheerleader! I’ve got this (holding high an Honor Roll 
Certificate)! I am a winner! Get a good education. Be kind 
and be gentle with yourself.

Following these inspiring words, the Jr/Sr High School Posi-
tive Behavior and Intervention Services (PBIS) Program staff, 
Daniel Redmond and Evan Mullen, praised the students for 
their hard work and achievement. Next the PBIS and Co-
Faculty Advisors of SGA, Ms. Elisa Baum and Ms. Isabel Mejia, 
held a raffle for nine lucky students to win pop pockets and 
smart wallets with Fallsburg logos for their smart phones.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for  
Newly Renovated Gymnasium

On December 3rd, 2018 the newly renovated gymnasium 
was opened for use by the Fallsburg High School Girls Junior 
Varsity and Varsity Basketball Teams. Superintendent Dr. Ivan 
Katz welcomed everyone to a ribbon cutting ceremony at half 
court between the two games and recognized many dignitar-
ies on hand for the special evening.

Members of the Board of Education, representatives from 
the school district staff and administration, neighboring school 
districts and BOCES were present, along with members of the 

FCS Senior High School Honor Roll

FCS 8th Grade Honor Roll
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Town Board and Police Department. Members of the Sullivan 
County Legislature and the State of New York Legislature, 
including the Honorable Jen Metzger, newly elected Senator 
for the 42nd Senate District, came to celebrate the occasion.  

Dr. Katz informed everyone that 2018 is the 60th anniver-
sary of opening the doors at the Fallsburg Junior-Senior High 
School on September 8th, 1958.  He thanked the Fallsburg 
voters for supporting the building project referendum in May 
of 2017 that included the beautiful new gym facility for future 
athletic and other district events.

Director of Physical Education and Athletics Suzanne Len-
dzian and BOE President Debra Barbiani cut the ribbon held 
by two senior members of the Girls Varsity Team. Directly 
behind the ribbon was a banner commemorating the 60th An-
niversary of Jr/Sr High School Building that was held by two 
other senior basketball teammates.

FJSHS and SUNY Sullivan  
Co-Host Catskills New Bot Battle

The Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School and SUNY Sullivan Robot-
ics Teams co-hosted the Third Annual Catskills Bot Battle on 
Saturday, December 15th at the SUNY Sullivan Paul Gerry 
Fieldhouse. Twenty-seven schools from throughout New York 
State fielded Robotics Teams.  

Fallsburg High School Coach and Technology Teacher Don 
Thomas and SUNY Sullivan Computer Science Professor Cyn-
thia Marcello organized the day-long competition. Dozens of 
family, friends, classmates and aficionados of robotics filled 
the field house seats.

At the end of the competition, VEX Robotics, Official 
Sponsor of these international events, congratulated Falls-
burg teams 99561A and 99561E. They qualified for the New 
York State Championship from Skills based on this season’s 
new Qualifying Criteria!

Double-qualifications at an event are awarded to the next 
highest-ranked team on the Robot Skills list that did not qual-
ify at the tournament. Note there is no look-back to see if a 
team qualified at a previous tournament. 

Thanks go out to the following groups and businesses for 
making the New Bot Battle a major success: SUNY Sullivan 
for providing the awesome venue and student volunteers; 
FCSD School Board and Administration; FHS for contribut-
ing a great staff of volunteers, including parents and stu-
dents; Kristt Kelly Office Systems Corp. in Monticello, NY 
for printing programs; and Yanni’s Restaurant in Monticello, 
NY for feeding the volunteers.

Local businesses who would like to help sponsor or support 
future events, or students who would like to get involved and 
earn volunteer time should contact Don Thomas at  
dthomas@fallsburgcsd.net or (845) 434-6800.
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SChool CloSeD
SePtember  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 19
oCtober . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8
November  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2, 21-23
DeCember  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24-31
JaNuarY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 21
FebruarY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
marCh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
aPril . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14-18
maY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

SChool DayS
SePtember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16  +  1 CoNFereNCe
oCtober  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17  +  1 CoNFereNCe
DeCember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 + 1 CoNFereNCe
JaNuarY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
FebruarY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
marCh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 + 1 CoNFereNCe 
aPril . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
maY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
JuNe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
total   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 186  +  4 CoNF = 190

Make-up DayS

Day 1 ...........................................................................2/18

Day 2 ...........................................................................4/15

Day 3 ...........................................................................4/16

Day  .............................................................................4/17

*  if all snow days are used this day will become a student day and not a conference day

Give BaCk DayS

If 1 snow day remains:  ...................................................................5/24
If 2 remain:  ............................................................................5/24, 5/28
If 3 remain:  .................................................................. 5/24, 5/28, 4/22
If 4 remain:  ......................................................... 5/24, 5/28, 4/22, 4/23
If 5 remain:  ................................................ 5/24, 5/28, 4/22, 4/23, 4/24
If 6 remain:  .......................................5/24, 5/28, 4/22, 4/23, 4/24, 4/25
If 7 remain:  ..............................5/24, 5/28, 4/22, 4/23, 4/24, 4/25, 4/12
If 8 remain:  .......................5/24, 5/28, 4/22, 4/23, 4/24, 4/25, 4/12, 3/8
If 9 remain:  ..............5/24, 5/28, 4/22, 4/23, 4/24, 4/25, 4/12, 3/8, 2/15
If 10 remain:  .. 5/24, 5/28, 4/22, 4/23, 4/24, 4/25, 4/12, 3/8, 2/15, 2/19
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Fallsburg Central School District
115 Brickman Road • PO Box 124 • Fallsburg, NY 12733-0124

BOARD OF EDUCATION
• Ms. Debra Barbiani • Mr. Joseph Collura • Ms. Arlene Hussey • Ms. Renee Kates • Dr. Stephanie Phillips • 

• Ms. Katherine Rappaport • Ms. Jennifer Reinhardt • Mr. Sean Wall-Carty • Mr. Michael Weiner •

Contacts

FAX NUMBERS...

Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-8346
Business Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-0418
High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-0168
Jr./Sr. HS Nurse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 434-3821

SCHOOL ADDRESSES...

Fallsburg Central School District Office  
& Fallsburg Jr./Sr. High School 
115 Brickman Road • PO Box 124 • Fallsburg, NY 12733-0124

Benjamin Cosor Elementary School 
15 Old Falls Road • PO Box 123 • Fallsburg, NY 12733-0123

WEBSITE: www.fallsburgcsd.net

If you want to notify the tax collector with a change of address, you can now e-mail that information to: tax@fallsburgcsd.net.

“Fallsburg Central School District is a safe, nurturing environment, where excellence is expected, diversity and  
individuality are celebrated, and learning prepares students to face the challenges of an ever-changing global society.”

Keeping you posted
Date eveNt tiMe loCatioN

1/4/19 Early  Dismissal – Jr/Sr HS 11:45am, BCES 12:45pm
1/14/19  “Sweethearts and Heroes” parent presentation 
  6pm HS Aud.
1/16/19 Board of Ed meeting 7:15pm Jr./Sr. HS Board Room
1/21/19 School Closed
1/30/19 Recorder, Bell  
 and Beginner Band Concert 7-8pm HS Aud.
1/31/19 Recorder, Bell and Beginner Band Concert Snow Date
2/6/19 Board of Ed meeting 7:15pm Jr./Sr. HS Board Room
2/8/19 Early Dismissal – Jr/Sr HS 11:45am, BCES 12:45pm

Date eveNt tiMe loCatioN

2/15/19 BCES Valentine’s Day Dance 
 SGA Valentine’s Day Dance
2/16/19 SGA Valentine’s Day Dance Snow Date
2/20/19 Board of Ed meeting 7:15pm Jr./Sr. HS Board Room 
 Pops Concert 7-8pm Jr./Sr. HS Aud.
2/26/19 Pops Concert Snow Date
3/1/19 FTA/SGA Blood Drive 
3/6/19 Board of Ed meeting 7:15pm Jr./Sr. HS Board Room
3/13/19 School Closed – Superintendent’s Conf. Day

PHONE NUMBERS...

Dr. Ivan J. Katz, Ed.D. Superintendent 434-6800 Ext. 1215
Dr. Matthew T. Evans Assistant Superintendent 434-6800 Ext. 1204
Mr. Daniel Grecco Jr. Business Manager 434-6800 Ext. 1219 
Mr. Keith Edwards  Director of Technology 434-6800 Ext. 1258
Ms. Jane Tingley Director of Staff Evaluation & Student Data 434-6800 Ext. 1257
Ms. Leighanne Russell Pupil Personnel Director 434-6800 Ext. 1273
Ms. Dalila Serrano Interim High School Principal 434-6800 Ext. 2206
Mr. Frank Godlewski High School Assistant Principal 434-6800 Ext. 2207
Ms. Mary Kate Stinehour Elementary Principal 434-4110 Ext. 3206
Mr. David Viglione Elementary Assistant Principal 434-4110 Ext. 3204
Ms. Suzanne Lendzian Director of Physical Education & Athletics 434-6800 Ext. 2212
Central Registration  434-6800 ext. 1222 
Tax Collection  434-6800 Ext. 1219

www.fallsburgcsd.net
mailto:tax@fallsburgcsd.net

