
 

Athletic Director Suzanne Lendzian Earns CAA Recognition
The National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA) recognized Suzanne M. Lendzian, Director of Physical Education and 

Athletics at Fallsburg Central School District, as a Certified Athletic Administrator.

To earn this distinction, Ms. Lendzian demonstrated the highest level of knowledge and expertise in the field of interscholastic athletic adminis-
tration. The certification process included a thorough evaluation of the candidate’s educational background, experience and professional contri-
butions, as well as a rigorous, comprehensive written examination. Ms. Lendzian is one of an elite group of interscholastic athletic administrators 
nationwide to attain this level of professionalism.

The NIAAA is a national professional organization consisting of all 50-state athletic administrator associations and more than 10,000 individual 
members. It is dedicated to promoting the professional growth of high school athletic administrators and preserving the educational nature of 
interscholastic athletics and the place of these programs in the secondary school curriculum.

Congratulations to Ms. Lendzian for achieving this recognition from her peers in the NIAAA. Her dedication to her work in the District and to 
her profession is admirable.

Dr. Ivan J. Katz,

Editor - ShEllEy MarcuS OO aSSociatE Editor - Sarah Satz OO contributing Editor - larry SchafMan
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From the AssistAnt superintendent oF CurriCulum And instruCtion

Since last March, when our lives and our schools changed drastically, we have learned much about this pandemic. As we 
get ready to welcome students back into our buildings, I was thinking about the last 8 months and 
what we have learned. 

• We have learned that Covid outbreaks can happen anywhere and it is airborne.

• We have learned that people can be infectious and never show symptoms or become sick.

• We have also learned that the warm weather will not stop the virus and that masks do work.

• We have learned that some of us are facing social emotional issues and are struggling.

In addition to all the things we have learned about the virus, more importantly, we have learned about 
ourselves, our families and surviving in a pandemic. Just think about all the things that our schools and 
stakeholders have done and are doing.  

Our schools and community have stepped up to the plate to support each other like never before. Our teachers and admin-
istrators are working tirelessly to provide learning opportunities to an isolated student population. Staff members are providing 
extra support for students reaching out via email, phone calls and through Google classrooms.  

The cafeteria staff and bus drivers are making sure to prepare and deliver food to support our children almost every 
day.  School staff are making home visits to deliver messages, provide connections, encourage engagement, and provide 
needed technology and tech solutions so students stay engaged.  

Starting last September, additional meal deliveries were made by a group of volunteers in their own vehicles. The local Rotary 
and Lions Clubs hired the restaurant, 
A Single Bite, to prepare meals which 
volunteers delivered for many months.  

Recently, Assemblywoman Aileen 
Gunther, along with our own family 
liaison, Dr. Aleta Lymon, delivered 50 
coats to Fallsburg students in our district 
to prepare for the upcoming winter.  
Our local Elks Organization and the 
Hurleyville Performing Arts Center are 
also donating winter clothing items. Our 
‘anonymous community member’ has 
once again offered support this year. 

These selfless, dedicated people and 
organizations are working with our staff 
to support those who need help.  If 
you think about it, we are truly here for 
each other in so many ways whether it 
is visible or behind the scenes.  It is a 
comforting thought in such trying times.  

 I hope you are inspired by the efforts 
of the people who are supporting this 
community.  We can all support and lift 
each other up, whether it is a phone 
call, a video chat, a letter, a small gift or 
gesture, or maybe sending a snack or 
meal.  Every little bit helps.  We will get 
through this, and we will be stronger as 
a community because of it. 

Be well, 

Sally M. Sharkey Ed.D.
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From the high sChoolFrom the high sChool

From the Interim High School Principal

From the Elementary Principal
As we prepare for our start in a 

hybrid (a mixture of in-person and 
remote learning) model, we would like 
to remind our families of the impor-
tance of maintaining and supporting 
a healthy approach to stopping the 
spread of contagions.

Temperature checks:
Each morning, prior to your child 

heading off to school, we strongly en-
courage parents/guardians to take your 
child’s temperature.  If your child has 
an elevated temperature (close to 100°), 
you must keep him/her at home.

When your child arrives at school, 
we will be taking his/her temperature. If 
your child has an elevated temperature 
(close to 100°) he/she will NOT be al-
lowed to enter the main building. Your 
child will be escorted to a designated 
area and you will be called to immedi-
ately pick your child up.

Hand washing:
If you haven’t already done so, please 

model and practice with your child 
appropriate hand washing. Your child 
should be washing his/her hands before 
going to school and immediately upon 
returning home from school.  

Children should be encouraged to keep 
their hands/fingers away from their face, 
especially their eyes, nose, and mouth.

We can all agree that the health and 
well-being of your child and all the 
children in our community are our 
number one priority. We must be sure 
that children who are showing signs 
of illness, including those who have a 
temperature remain home so we can 
minimize the risk of spreading any 
infectious disease.

We are looking forward to seeing our 
children soon!  We wish you and your 
family the best of health!

Mary Kate Stinehour 
BCES Principal 
mstinehour@fallsburgcsd.net

From the Elementary  
Assistant Principal

Hello everyone!

As I write this article, it is with the 
understanding that, beginning on 
Monday, November 30th, the students 
will be back at school!  Mrs. Stinehour 
and I are very excited and are looking 
forward to welcoming everyone back!

However, I have to remind every-
one that, while we are eager to see 
everyone, we must remember that we 
have to maintain our COVID-19 Social 
Distancing Protocols.

We must remember to:
• Maintain a six-foot distance from 

each other.
 We have set up the classrooms to 

ensure that everyone stays a safe 
distance from each other.  The 
desks are six (6) feet apart, and, 
in most classrooms, there is a two 
(2)-foot wide walking/passing aisle 
between the students’ desk areas.

• Wash our hands frequently. 
 Teachers will remind the students 

that they (the students) need to 
wash their hands many times a day. 
It is especially important for the 
students to wash before and after 
they eat their breakfast and lunch.

• Refrain from sharing our food 
and drinks.

• We all like to share. It’s fun to 
trade lunches. However, in this 
time, during which we are battling 
the spread of an infectious disease, 
it is so very important to keep 
instances of close interactions to a 
minimum. Therefore, we need to 
eat our own food.

Working together, we can make the 
transition back to our in-school/hybrid 

model as safe and as smooth as we can.

Dave Viglione
Assistant Principal 

dviglione@fallsburgcsd.net

From the elementAry sChoolFrom the elementAry sChool

Hybrid News
On November 30, 2020, we will return to school under a 

hybrid model. Students in the Jr./Sr. High School will physi-
cally be present in the building for two days and will learn 
remotely the other three days. There will be two cohorts. 
The A cohort will attend in person on Monday and Tuesday, 
while the B will attend in person on Thursday and Friday. The 
school day will change from the 9:30-2:30 schedule to the 
pre-Covid “normal” schedule of 7:51-2:38. THIS SCHEDULE 
WILL GO INTO EFFECT ON NOVEMBER 23. We will use the 
new schedule remotely for the two days before Thanksgiving 
to help everyone acclimate to the transition.

New Faces
Effective November 23,2020, the Jr./Sr. High School will 

have new leadership. Ms. Charlotte Gregory will be taking 
over as the new interim principal until a permanent replace-
ment can be found. Ms. Gregory has been an administrator in 
several Sullivan County schools including Fallsburg where she 
served as the interim superintendent before Dr. Katz.

Approximately fifty children and adults in the South Falls-
burg area were gifted with new winter coats, hats, gloves, and 
boots donated to Fallsburg Central School District by Assem-
blywoman Aileen Gunther. Ironically, Kristen Meyer, guid-
ance secretary, and Dr. Aleta Lymon, Family and Community 
Liaison had already compiled a list of families that were in 
need. These large families were selected for the coats based 
on requests from parents for food, clothing and other items 
that were also donated by Fallsburg staff. Assistant Principal, 
Shana Bruestle; Director of Athletics, Suzanne Lendzian; and 
Dr. Lymon organized the coats by sizes. The coats were de-
livered to the families the same day. According to Dr. Lymon, 
the need is still great. The loss of jobs earlier in the year due 
to the pandemic has caused a lot of hardship for families who 
were already living from paycheck-to-paycheck. Everyone’s 
situation is different. The families were incredibly grateful for 
the assistance. If anyone is still in need, please contact the 
high school office.

Frank Godlewski

mailto:mstinehour@fallsburgcsd.net
mailto:dviglione@fallsburgcsd.net
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From the Office of Pupil Personnel ServicesFrom the Office of Pupil Personnel Services

The 2020-21 school year is off to a successful start. Through 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the Fallsburg community has come 
together to support our students in amazing ways. School staff 
have found new ways to make connections to our students, 
parents, and families through the use of technology. Students, 
parents, and families have risen to the occasion to meet the 
challenges remote learning presents.  

Students have been participating in their live Google Meets 
with school staff with increased success as they become 
more accustomed to remote learning. We have learned that 
schedules are very helpful to keep track of the numerous 
sessions students participate in on any given day.  If you have 
questions regarding your son/daughter’s schedule or need 
assistance creating their schedule, please contact your child’s 
special education teacher.  

Special education staff have been meeting with students 
through live Google Meets since the beginning of the school 
year to ensure our students have access to their specialized 
instruction.  Related services such as speech/language therapy, 
occupational therapy, physical therapy, and psychological 
counseling services also meet with students through Google 
Meets. It is extremely important that students participate in 
their specialized instruction, as well as their related services, 
so they can continue to progress in all their Individualized 
Education Plan (IEP) goals

For our special education students who are due for reevalu-
ation testing, school staff will be reaching out to parents to 
schedule an individual testing session in accordance with all 
health and safety protocols. We greatly appreciate you making 
your child available for testing, as this will enable us to better 
meet our student’s needs.  Subsequent reevaluation Com-
mittee of Special Education meetings will be scheduled and 
held through Google Meets.  Parents will continue to receive 
a meeting invitation as well as a phone call in advance of the 
meeting with the details on how to participate in the meeting 
via phone or computer.

We want to express our appreciation to our parents who 
have truly stepped in and stepped up to support their chil-
dren in remote learning.  As parents ourselves, we realize that 
remote learning adds one more responsibility to an already 
full plate. The fact that your son/daughter is doing well, is no 
doubt, in large part, because of YOU!  

Sincerely,

Leighanne Russell, 
Director of Pupil Personnel Services 

Michele McCoy, 
Assistant Director of Pupil Personnel Services

A Special Diploma for a Special Woman

Sports Update
At this time, ALL interscholastic athletics are suspended at 

ALL levels. Although we are doing everything we can to bring 
students back to the building and reignite the after school 
scene, we do not expect to operate after school programming 
until at least January 2021. At this time, Fallsburg does not plan 
to go to the armory for indoor track.

En este momento, TODOS los deportes interescolares están 
suspendidos en TODOS los niveles. Aunque estamos haciendo 
todo lo posible para traer a los estudiantes de regreso al edifi-

cio y reavivar las actividades después de clases, no esperamos 
operar la programación después de clases hasta al menos 
enero de 2021. 
En este momento, Fallsburg no planea ir a la armería (armory) 
para el atletismo interior. 

Suzanne M. Lendzian, CAA

Director of Physical Education and Athletics

Assistant Superintendent of Curricu-
lum and Instruction, Dr. Sally Sharkey, 
drove up to Albany to the home of 
Ms. Rhodesia Jones on the evening of 
September 16, 2020. She was bringing 
her a high school graduation diploma 
from Fallsburg Central School District. A 
former student in the District, Rhodesia 
was unable to complete her secondary 
education because she chose to serve in 
the United States Armed Forces during 
the Gulf War from 1996-2003. She was 
one of the first female truck drivers in 
her assignment.

In accordance with Section 29C of 
the New York State Education Law, the 
Commissioner of Education is required to 
develop a program whereby any veteran 

of the armed forces who has served on 
active duty, and who was unable, for any 
reason, to complete a secondary edu-
cation, may be awarded a high school 
diploma based on knowledge and experi-
ence gained while in service. Proudly, 
Dr. Sharkey telephoned into the virtual 
Board of Education meeting to introduce 
Ms. Jones and turned the program over to 
Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz.

Dr. Katz said, “Dear members of the 
Board of Education, as Superintendent 
of Schools, it is my honor and great 
pleasure to present to you the newest 
graduate of the Fallsburg Central School 
District, Rhodesia Jones. Thank you for 
your service to our country and to this 
school district.  Fallsburg is proud of you 

and your accom-
plishments. You 
are an inspira-
tion to all Falls-
burg Graduates.” 

Dr. Sharkey pre-
sented Ms. Jones the 
diploma. You can 
see how happy she is to earn this honor 
in the attached photo, smiling and in 
her cap and gown. The Board members 
and the Superintendent shared in the 
graduate’s happiness on this memorable 
evening. Can you imagine how much 
joy Dr. Sharkey must have felt during the 
ride up and back from Albany? It was an 
evening that everyone participating will 
never forget.
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September   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7, 28
OctOber  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
NOvember   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .11, 25 - 27
December   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23-31
JaNuary   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1, 4, 18
February   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12, 15
march   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12, 26, 29-31
april  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1, 2, 5
may   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21, 28, 31

sChool Days
September  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15  +  1 cONFereNce
OctOber   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20 + 1 cONFereNce
NOvember  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17  +  1 cONFereNce
December  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17 
JaNuary   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
February  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
march  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20 
april  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20
may   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19 + 1 cONFereNce
JuNe  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
total   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 185  +  4 CoNF = 189 

Make-up Days

Day 1 ...........................................................................2/15

Day 2 ...........................................................................3/29

Day 3 ...........................................................................3/30

Day  .............................................................................3/31

*  if all snow days are used this day will become a student day and not a conference day

give baCk Days

If 1 snow day remains: .....................................................5/28

If 2 remain: .............................................................5/28, 5/21

If 3 remain: ......................................................5/28, 5/21, 4/5

If 4 remain: ...............................................5/28, 5/21, 4/5, 4/6

If 5 remain: ........................................5/28, 5/21, 4/5, 4/6, 4/7

If 6 remain: .................................5/28, 5/21, 4/5, 4/6, 4/7, 4/8

If 7 remain: ..........................5/28, 5/21, 4/5, 4/6, 4/7, 4/8, 4/9

If 8 remain: .................5/28, 5/21, 4/5, 4/6, 4/7, 4/8, 4/9, 3/26

If 9 remain: ....... 5/28, 5/21, 4/5, 4/6, 4/7, 4/8, 4/9, 3/26, 3/12

Amended: 2/5/20
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